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Her civic commitment was evidenced by the 
many community organizations in which she 
was involved. For 40 years Mrs. Schuhmann 
taught Sunday school at the First Baptist 
Church in Bloomburg. She was a member of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Delta Kappa Gamma sorority and the Order of 
the Eastern Star. In 1997 Mrs. Schuhmann 
was recognized by the Atlanta Area Chamber 
of Commerce as Woman of the Year for her 
extraordinary commitment to her community. 

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pleasure 
to honor the life, accomplishments and mem-
ory of Mrs. Norine Schuhmann. With her pass-
ing, east Texas loses a pioneer, a profound 
educator, and a wonderful mother. Her con-
tributions will be greatly missed throughout 
Cass County, but her kindness and service 
will not be forgotten. 
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RECOGNIZING ADAM D. HATHHORN 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Adam D. Hathhorn, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America and in earning the most prestigious 
award of Eagle Scout. 

Adam has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Adam has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Adam D. Hathhorn for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
able to be present for the following rollcall vote 
on December 12, 2007. Had I been present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 1155: ‘‘yea’’. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Madam Speaker, 
on Wednesday December 5, 2007 and Thurs-
day, December 6, 2007, I was unavoidably de-
tained due to a prior obligation. That prior obli-
gation was to join hundreds of Oklahomans for 
the dedication of the USS Oklahoma Memorial 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. On December 7th, 

1941, the Japanese attack led to the death of 
429 sailors and Marines stationed on the USS 
Oklahoma on that Sunday morning. I was 
proud to gather with survivors and the loved 
ones of the deceased servicemen to dedicate 
a memorial in their honor. I am proud to have 
worked towards the authorization of the cre-
ation of this memorial in the 2006 National De-
fense Authorization Act. Because of my pres-
ence at the ceremony, I would like to make it 
clear how I would have voted if I had been 
present in the House. 

Madam Speaker, had I been present and 
voting, I would have voted as follows: 

(1) Rollcall vote No. 1131: ‘‘yea’’ (On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended 
H.R. 3791, the Securing Adolescents From 
Exploitation-Online Act.) 

(2) Rollcall vote No. 1132: ‘‘yea’’ (On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended 
H.R. 2517, the Protecting Our Children Comes 
First Act.) 

(3) Rollcall vote No. 1133: ‘‘yea’’ (On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Agree, as Amended 
H. Res. 822, Recognizing the 100th anniver-
sary year of the founding of the Port of Los 
Angeles.) 

(4) Rollcall vote No. 1134: ‘‘nay’’ (Consider-
ation of H. Res. 846, Providing for the consid-
eration of the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 6), Creating Long-Term Energy Alter-
natives for the Nation Act.) 

(5) Rollcall vote No. 1135: ‘‘yea’’ (On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 3505, 
the Securities Law Technical Corrections Act.) 

(6) Rollcall vote No. 1136: ‘‘nay’’ (On Order-
ing the Previous Question H. Res. 846, Pro-
viding for the consideration of the Senate 
amendments to the bill (H.R. 6), Creating 
Long-Term Energy Alternatives for the Nation 
Act.) 

(7) Rollcall vote No. 1137: ‘‘nay’’ (On Agree-
ing to the Resolution H. Res. 846, Providing 
for the consideration of the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 6), Creating Long-Term 
Energy Alternatives for the Nation Act.) 

(8) Rollcall vote No. 1138: ‘‘yea’’ (On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4253, 
the Military Reservist and Veteran Small Busi-
ness Reauthorization and Opportunity Act.) 

(9) Rollcall vote No. 1140: ‘‘nay’’ (On Agree-
ing to the Senate Amendments with Amend-
ments to H.R. 6, the Creating Long-Term En-
ergy Alternatives for the Nation Act.) 

(10) Rollcall vote No. 1141: ‘‘yea’’ (On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
2085, the McGee Creek Project Pipeline and 
Associated Facilities Conveyance Act.) 
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VETERANS FOOD DRIVE TRIBUTE 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, with the hol-
iday season upon us, it is more important than 
ever that all of us take a moment to honor the 
service and sacrifice of our brave men and 
women deployed abroad. With that in mind, I 
ask that all of my colleagues join me in cele-
brating the 20th anniversary of the Veterans 
Food Drive in Delta County, Michigan. 

The Veterans Food Drive has provided holi-
day food baskets to local veterans, their fami-
lies, and widows over the last two decades. 

Gary Bjorkquist first undertook this generous 
project in 1987 when he served as a Local 
Veterans Employment Representative. He was 
joined in this venture by his friend Richard 
Kryza, then a Disabled Veterans Outreach 
Worker for the State of Michigan. 

As veterans outreach workers, these two 
distinguished men saw that some local vet-
erans needed additional help during the holi-
day season to make ends meet. Seeing some 
veterans struggle, Mr. Bjorkquist and Mr. 
Kryza organized a Veterans Food Drive. 

As Gary Bjorkquist explains it, the Veterans 
Food Drive is not charity it simply provides 
veterans with a helping hand ‘‘from one friend 
to another.’’ This program embodies the spirit 
of the holiday season: giving your time and re-
sources to those who are in need. 

My district is home to more veterans than 
any other Congressional District in Michigan. 
As such, the annual Veterans Food Drive has 
been very important to many of my constitu-
ents in Delta County. 

During the first year of the food drive, Mr. 
Bjorkquist hoped to distribute 50 holiday food 
baskets. Not surprisingly, the first Veterans 
Food Drive reached that goal. As the years 
have passed, the Veterans Food Drive now 
distributes more than 100 baskets a year. 

The generosity of local community members 
who provide cash donations for the holiday 
food baskets make the Veterans Food Drive a 
reality. Gary Bjorkquist collects donations all 
year round from employers, organizations, and 
community members. Some have given every 
year! Local veterans’ organizations, including 
the Disabled American Veterans of Delta 
County, the American Legion of Rapid River, 
and the Vietnam Veterans Chapter 571, have 
been very supportive of the Veterans Food 
Drive. 

Each year, Elmer’s County Market in Esca-
naba arranges the holiday baskets. These 
baskets include enough food for a family of 
four to have two complete meals during the 
holiday season. 

Something that started as a small gesture 
for our veterans has now turned into a com-
munity affair. Every year, more volunteers 
come out to help their fellow neighbors and 
join those who have been making deliveries 
since 1987. I had the pleasure of taking part 
in the Veterans Food Drive last year. If I have 
a break in the Congressional schedule, I will 
join in delivering veteran holiday food baskets 
again this year! 

Gary Bjorkquist works diligently to ensure 
that as many veterans and families as pos-
sible are given a food basket through the Vet-
erans Food Drive. If a veteran is already re-
ceiving a holiday basket from a different orga-
nization, the food basket is saved for another 
veteran in need. 

Any remaining baskets are given to families 
in the community who are in need of help, 
through the local Salvation Army and Society 
of St. Vincent DePaul. And if there are left- 
over donations, they too go right back into the 
community. Last year, Mr. Bjorkquist gave do-
nations to the Society of St. Vincent DePaul 
councils in Gladstone and Escanaba as well 
as the Menominee-Delta-Schoolcraft Commu-
nity Action Agency’s Walk for Warmth pro-
gram. 

In honor of the 20th anniversary, many of 
the volunteers who participated in the first Vet-
eran Food Drive will be back in Escanaba to 
help Gary Bjorkquist mark this tremendous 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:26 Dec 14, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A13DE8.025 E13DEPT1ba
jo

hn
so

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE2568 December 13, 2007 
achievement. Mr. Kryza, who is now the Michi-
gan State Veterans Director, will also be on 
hand to celebrate this occasion and spread 
the holiday cheer. 

I would like to recognize Gary Bjorkquist for 
his vision and his tenacity in keeping the Vet-
erans Food Drive alive and running all these 
years. As old and new volunteers gather on 
December 14, 2007 for the 20th anniversary 
Veteran Food Drive, I salute the great number 
of individuals who volunteer their time going 
door to door with holiday baskets in hand as 
well as those who have graciously donated to 
the Veterans Food Drive each year. 

The duty, honor, and commitment these vol-
unteers show to those who have sacrificed for 
our country are just a few of the values that 
make this Veterans Food Drive special. 

Madam Speaker, as we honor our brave 
fighting men and women serving around the 
world and especially in Iraq and Afghanistan 
this holiday season, it is important that we 
care for their families. In that spirit, for 20 
years, the Veterans Food Drive has truly pro-
vided a helping hand to those who have 
served our country. Given the unique spirit of 
volunteerism and community service exhibited 
by Gary Bjorkquist and the local community, I 
know we can expect the Veterans Food Drive 
to be serving today’s soldiers, when they are 
tomorrow’s veterans, 20 years from now. 

Madam Speaker, I close by asking that you 
and the U.S. House of Representatives join 
me in paying tribute to the Veterans Food 
Drive, Gary Bjorkquist, and all the volunteers 
and contributors who are truly serving those 
who have served all of us. In this time of con-
flict, it is more vital than ever that we retain 
those values of volunteerism, duty, honor, and 
commitment—values that the Veterans Food 
Drive truly exemplifies. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, due 
to official business in my district, I missed roll-
call votes 1145 through 1155 on Wednesday, 
December 12, 2007. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 1145. 

On rollcall vote 1146, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1147, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1148, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1149, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1150, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1151, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1152, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1153, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1154, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote 1155, 1 would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, on Wednesday, December 
12, 2007, I inadvertently missed two votes. 
Had I been present and voting, I would have 
voted as follows: 

(1) Rollcall No. 1154: ‘‘yea.’’ On motion to 
postpone consideration of the veto message. 

(2) Rollcall No. 1155: ‘‘yea.’’ On Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and Pass. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ACCESS 
AND IMPLEMENTATION ACT OF 
2007 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Environmental 
Justice Access and Implementation Act of 
2007. I am pleased to stand with my friends 
Representatives Hilda Solis, Keith Ellison and 
John Conyers for the environmental health of 
all communities by reintroducing this legisla-
tion updated from its previous introduction as 
H.R. 1648 in the 109th Congress. Once again, 
this bill will seek to direct federal agencies to 
establish offices of environmental justice, inte-
grate environmental justice into the core mis-
sions of Federal agencies, and establish com-
munity technology centers to increase access 
to information about environmental hazards. 

Since the late 1970s and early 1980s, envi-
ronmental injustices against communities of 
color and lower-income families have been 
identified throughout the Nation. Coupled with 
decades of thorough research acknowledging 
‘‘environmental racism’’ and encouraging the 
pursuit of ‘‘environmental justice,’’ a tremen-
dous movement has emerged. 

Recently, the United Church of Christ report 
‘‘Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 1987– 
2007’’ was released, synthesizing decades of 
environmental justice movement develop-
ments. This groundbreaking document chron-
icles the experiences of many communities 
throughout our Nation disadvantaged by envi-
ronmental burdens. This report and other re-
search demonstrate that federal agencies 
need to put their money where there mouth is 
to meet the expectations of Executive Order 
12898, Federal Actions to Address Environ-
mental Justice in Minority Populations and 
Low Income Populations, which was signed by 
former President Clinton on February 11, 
1994. Our communities deserve access to in-
formation about the hazards of their immediate 
environment and have waited well over a dec-
ade for the goals set forth by the Executive 
Order to be met. 

Madam Speaker, I first introduced this legis-
lation with a number of my colleagues in 2005 
and eventually garnered the support of 67 co-
sponsors. To once again meet these goals 
and better compliment other legislative initia-
tives to achieve environmental justice, I have 
made a few key updates to this legislation in 
consultation with many stakeholders. Updates 

to this legislation include authorization of 
$1,000,000 annually for each established of-
fice of environmental justice in relevant agen-
cies, as well as reporting requirements to in-
crease the effectiveness of federal agency im-
plementation and ensure proper Congres-
sional oversight. This legislation has also been 
updated to refine criteria for the development 
of community technology centers, which will 
increase the accessibility of information about 
environmental hazards in many communities. 

For over a decade, agencies have been 
mandated to examine the impact of their poli-
cies on the environmental health of minority 
and low-income communities. Once we give 
those mandates true legal standing, we will be 
able to turn those mandates into action that di-
rectly serves our communities. We must legis-
late accountability and conscience in our per-
mitting processes and environmental action to 
reduce the burden on low-income populations 
and communities of color. I am confident that 
the provisions of the Environmental Justice 
Access and Implementation Act will do just 
that. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I encourage my 
colleagues to support this necessary legisla-
tion and look forward to its expedient passage. 

f 

DENIEL BENAC RETIREMENT 
TRIBUTE 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay special tribute to a man who is a long-
time activist in labor, politics, and community 
service in Northern Michigan. With that in 
mind, I ask that all of my colleagues join me 
in celebrating the retirement of Daniel A. 
Benac of Montmorency County, Michigan. Dan 
Benac will retire on January 4, 2008 after a 
distinguished career in the United States 
Army, at General Motors, and as an advocate 
for his fellow workers and veterans. 

Dan Benac was born in Alpena, Michigan 
on June 8, 1922, as one of twelve children of 
George and Rose Benac. Nearly 65 years ago 
he married Geraldine on February 9, 1943 and 
the couple raised three children: Charlotte, 
Carolyn, and David. Dan and Geraldine have 
eight grandchildren and fourteen great-grand-
children. 

Dan Benac served in the U.S. Army’s 103rd 
Infantry Division from 1942 until receiving an 
honorable medical discharge. After serving his 
country, he then began his career as a skilled 
tradesman at Besser Manufacturing in Alpena. 

Dan then worked at a small manufacturing 
plant in Walled Lake, Michigan before taking a 
position with Pontiac Motors in 1948. He tried 
his hand as an entrepreneur in 1955, when he 
started and operated two gas stations. During 
the time he ran these businesses he began an 
apprenticeship as an electrician and earned 
the status of a journeyman electrician in 1962. 

In 1969, Dan Benac took his skills to War-
ren, Michigan, where he worked at General 
Motors’ Chevrolet plant. He began his union 
career in 1948 when he joined the United Auto 
Workers. While at the Chevrolet plant, Dan ac-
cepted the position as a UAW committeeman. 

In 1974 Dan Benac took a medical retire-
ment from General Motors, but as with so 
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